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unattached pilgrims, and no leader could claim to be entitled
to the prize for which all had laboured. The princes of
Antioch and Tripoli and the Count of Edessa defied the king
in Jerusalem on several occasions, but his position as the
leading ruler was generally recognised before the end of the
reign of Baldwin I, On the king in the Holy City rested
the final responsibility for the defence of the kingdom, and
the other princes were in duty bound to accept his direction
and to supply their determined quota of knights and sergeants
for the wars. The total forces of the Latin states never
exceeded twenty-five thousand men and it was exceptional at
any time to have an army of more than a few thousand. The
Assizes specify the quota of the kingdom of Jerusalem as 577
knights and 5,025 sergeants.
The King of Jerusalem took command of the armies of the
princes when they were captive and acted as regent when
necessary. His power was, however, strictly limited, and he
was in no sense an absolute monarch even within his own
principality of Jerusalem. The High Court over which he
presided (in his absence, the marshal deputised for him) was
at first composed of the greatest feudatories who held their
lands directly from him. The court had the right to be
consulted in all important legisiation and was the real govern-
ing body of the country. The crown was not admitted to be
hereditary when the kingdom was first established, and new
rulers had to be approved by the High Court, Hereditary
succession, however, became the practice later- A son suc-
ceeded to the throne in preference to a daughter, but, if there
were no son, a female was allowed to inherit. She was
expected to marry, even though of tender years. The queen
could carry the crown to her second husband, and children
by such marriages were entitled to succeed. Whether the
ruler was elected by the High Court or reigned by right of
succession, he had to take an oath that he would not tamper
with the liberties of the kingdom, that he would lead